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Abstract
Slums are an area of interest in the international development literature. Slum dwellers in Cairo include both the poor and the relatively well-off. This paper is an attempt to understand how these slum dwellers make a living, or an income, necessary to survive. Themes discussed include job sectors, secondary jobs, remittances, the informal sector and savings associations. The impact of family, location and networks on making a living is analyzed. 

Introduction

As a means to afford the resources required for survival, people in urban spaces must make an income to match their cost of living (Beall 2005). On a basic level, these strategies include selling goods and services on the market, exchanging labor for income or accepting benefits from others. Understanding income strategies of poor communities is of particular interest since these individuals’ survival may be at risk due to their limited flow of cash and other forms of income (Hoodfar 1996, 1).  While urban poverty is an international phenomenon, this paper analyzes it at the city-level through a focus on the low-income residents of Cairo, the capital and primate city of Egypt. 

Greater Cairo is a mega city with more than 15 million inhabitants (Sims 2003).  It is a city where “at least one quarter of the population is poor by any standard and another quarter is on the margins of poverty” (Assaad and Rouchdy 1998). This paper analyzes how Cairenes make a living with focus on the sha’b, members of the ‘popular’ sector, who live in slums.  Existing research on income making among slums in Africa places importance on aspects such as the role of personal connections, bribery and corruption, the informal market and skilled vs. unskilled labor (Beall 2005, 98). While these aspects are found in Cairo’s slums, analyzing Cairo’s slums in particular allows an understanding of the specific identity of slums in a particular place and time. Analyzing making a living among Cairo’s sha’b also gives a deeper understanding of the worldwide struggles of the urban poor, their relationship with their government and one another and their role in the global economy -all vital to understand when creating policies that may impact the urban poor. 

To present a comprehensive analysis, this paper is divided into three main sections. Section one defines the slum and the sha’bi ‘popular person’. Section two defines the types of jobs the sha’bi people hold and discusses job sectors, migration and the informal sector.  Section three presents an analysis of income making through some social science perspectives – family, location and networks. This is essential since the understanding of survival strategies depends on a holistic view of both the social and the economic (Hoodfar, 2). Each perspective contributes to a deeper understanding of the reality of making a living in Cairo’s urban slums. 





Section 1 – The Slum and the ‘Popular Person’ 

To begin the understanding of how poor sha’bi individuals in Cairo’s slums make a living, this section will discuss this paper’s definition of what a ‘sha’bi person’ and a ‘slum’ is and what they are not. Since its appearance in the 19th century, the term ‘slum’ has often been associated with vice and poverty, generating a connotation, perhaps, that slums are homes of drug dealers, thieves and other individuals with wretched character ( UN-HABITAT 2003, 8).  The negative connotation also exists in Cairo, where slum dwellers are not only stigmatized, but also receive sub-par delivery of government services such as trash collection, water, electricity and education (Shehayed 2009, 53). Despite the negative connotation of the word ‘slum’, the slums of focus in this paper are not judged on a moral basis. Instead, they are defined as “heavily populated urban area(s) characterized by substandard housing and squalor” ( UN-HABITAT 2003, 9). Slums are neighborhoods where the poor live and slums are also manifestations of poverty.

The official term for slum in Egypt is aashwa’i, which literally means ‘random’ referring to areas that are unplanned and illegally constructed (Shehayed 2009, 10). But not every slum is illegally constructed, and at the same time, not every illegally constructed area is a slum. Thus this paper’s focus is not necessarily on illegally built areas, but areas that house the poor and can be characterized by lack of basic services, illegal housing, unhealthy living conditions, and/or insecure tenure (11). There are four basic divisions of slums in Cairo (Sims 2003): informal settlements on private once agricultural land, informal settlements on formerly state-owned desert, deteriorated sections of medieval Cairo and deteriorated urban pockets in the inner-city (Sims 2003, 9). The first two form the majority of both the slum area and slum population (Sims 2003). 

These four slum areas exhibit various histories. As Egypt shifted from an agricultural-based economy to an industrial and service-based economy in the 1950s, rural folk began to migrate to Cairo (Shehayed, Cairo's Urban Areas: Between Urban Challenges and HIdden Potentials 2009, 36). During this time, Egypt faced a housing shortage for two main reasons. First, the government placed a price ceiling to keep rent affordable, which reduced the incentive of private housing development. Second, the government reduced its own creation of public housing due to the war budget.   With a shortage of housing on the formal market, an informal housing market began to develop. Individuals began to illegally purchase agricultural land on the edge of the city and to squat on government-owned desert land. Informal regions grew due to migration in the past, but this has slowed down and today they grow due to natural growth within the city. For example in Manshiet Nasser, a town on former government-owned desert land, 65 percent of residents are from the nearby Dar al-Ahmar and Khalifa districts of Cairo’s deteriorated historic core (Shehayed 2009, 38). 

Informal areas on agricultural and government-owned land form a bulk of Cairo’s slums, but there are two other types of slum areas – the deteriorated sections of medieval Cairo and deteriorated urban pockets of the inner-city.  In these historic regions, inheritance quarrels and/or owner neglect due to fixed rents has reduced development incentives and land tenure stability, thus attracting poor families seeking the cheapest housing options (Sims 2003, 7).  These areas include the City of the Dead, in which the poor reside informally in the ancient grave rooms of medieval Cairo.

Estimates of the number of slum dwellers in Cairo range from 6.2 million according to a 2005 estimate by Egypt’s Ministry of Housing to 15 million according to a 2007 estimate by the Information and Decision Support Center, an Egyptian think tank (Shehayed, Cairo's Urban Areas: Between Urban Challenges and HIdden Potentials 2009, 30). One paper has suggested that slum upgrading programs, similar to those funded by the World Bank, should not necessarily focus on all informal areas, but those characterized as ‘unsafe’. In the paper, titled Redefining Slums in Egypt: Unplanned Versus Unsafe Areas, ‘unsafe areas’ are defined as subject to life threat while ‘informal areas’ are simply characterized by non-compliance to planning laws (Khalifa 2011).  The paper estimated that only 1.1 million Egyptians live in unsafe informal areas and require urgent address to their housing situation. While the paper is limited in that it only focuses on characterizing informal areas – ignoring slums in Cairo’s core and medieval areas – it presents the truth that not every slum dweller requires urgent address to their housing situation. Instead, slums are simply neighborhoods for the poor who, as will be found later, vary in their economic struggle.

The focus of this paper is poor slum dwellers in Cairo, whether they live in informal areas or formal areas that have been neglected. It may be useful to define whom this paper is not discussing.  Because of its focus on those in slums – those who have homes - this paper does not analyze those who are too poor to afford housing, such as the homeless. This paper also does not discuss the upper-middle and upper classes in Egypt. Instead, this paper is on the majority of Cairo - the popular sector.   

Several authors have focused their studies on Cairo’s ‘popular sector,’ known as the sha’b. They are the majority of the nation (Singerman 1995, 3). A person who is of this sector is known as a sha’bi (adjective) person or a member of the sha’b (plural noun). They are not necessarily all lower class but there is the sense that they are at disadvantage and that they struggle each day with economic scarcity (11). They are the popular mainstream that shares lifestyles, neighborhoods, tastes and cultural practices that distinguish them from the wealthier more Westernized Egyptians (11).  This distinction is important. During the British colonization, the term sha’b, which literally means ‘the people’, acquired negative connotations and became used to refer mainly to lower classes. The Egyptian elite identified more with the dominant Western lifestyle and distanced themselves from the sha’b (Ghannam 2002, 77). 

While the sha’b struggle with economic scarcity and make up the majority of Cairo, they are not a homogenous whole. They may vary in the towns or cities they come from and when they moved to their slum towns, and some do not live in slums (Ghannam 2002, 7).  Some members of the sha’b live in privately-owned houses and others in state-built public housing. Some are Christian, some are Muslim, some are devout and others are not. 

But perhaps the greatest difference among the sha’b comes from their division of material and cultural capital (Ghannam 2013, 12). Material capital relates to income and wealth. Some sha’bi families have relatively high incomes, usually from skilled work, and other families struggle as may be headed by unskilled workers (Ghannam 2002, 6). In addition to the importance of material capital, cultural capital relates to social status. Education is a major source of cultural capital – families who invest in their children’s education tend to have greater cultural capital (Ghannam 2007, 13). Cultural and material capital are not always positively correlated. Having a college degree, for example, provides distinction and social recognition, but is not always accompanied by material capital (15). To maximize their future potential for both material and social capital, some families of the sha’b  send their children to an apprentice to learn skills, which will provide them with a strong income, while sending them to complete at least a high school education, which secures social distinction and a white-collar position which is also socially uplifting (15). 

Thus far, this paper has provided an understanding of what the Cairo ‘slum’ is and has discussed its history. This section has also provided an understanding of the ‘popular person’ in Cairo. The following section will discuss the actual means by which these individuals make a living. 







Section 2 – Making a Living: Sectors, Remittances and the Informal Sector

Section one defined the focus of this paper – the sha’bi slum dweller in Cairo. This section will answer how these individuals make a living and will draw, among others, from three seminal works. The first is written by Farha Ghannam, associate professor at Swarthmore College, and is titled Live and Die Like a Man: Gender Dynamics in Urban Egypt. The book, published in 2013, is the result of nineteen years of fieldwork in al-Zawiya al-Hamra, a slum on former agricultural land located five miles northeast of Tahrir Square (11). The second work, also by Ghannam and focused on the same slum, is titled Remaking the Modern: Space, Location, and the Political Identity in Global Cairo. The third book, published in 1995, is Avenues of Participation: Family, Politics and Networks in Urban Cairo by Associate Professor at American University Diane Singerman. Her research derives from her time in four areas of Cairo’s medieval core, al-Darb al-Ahmar, al-Gamaliyya, Babal Sha’riyya and al-Musky (16). 

The use of these sociological texts to answer the livelihood question in Cairo is a deliberate attempt to study income making not only through a list of occupations, but to through an understanding of the income generating approaches of low-income Cairo residents. As opposed to aggregate statistics, field work allows a better understanding of not only the what of livelihood in Cairo’s slums, but also the why and how.  While the three works cited in this section differ in their time period and location, there are some shared themes. These include the two job sectors, people’s utilization of multiple jobs, the role of remittances, the informal sector and savings associations. These themes will shape the framework of this section.

The first step to making a living in Cairo’s slum’s, especially for men, is to find employment. In Avenues of Participation, Singerman discusses that finding a good job is of particular importance to the residents of her community (Singerman 1995, 149). There are two main sectors through which jobs can be acquired: the private sector and the public sector.  The public sector served as the primary source of employment for 30 percent of the sha’bi workers in Singerman’s sample of 292 people (181).  Public sector jobs offer social welfare benefits and job security but very low wages (142). For those with bachelor and technical degrees, government jobs are guaranteed, but wait time for employment can range from three to six years (142). During the wait time, some are able to find employment in the workshops or businesses of relatives or friends (143).  When they finally acquire government jobs, they are often in fields unrelated to their degrees. For example trained electricians may work as office clerks and English teachers may teach math or history.  Others give up on government jobs despite their education due to practicality and the necessity of making an income. For example, Singerman tells of one English major who took up employment in his family’s lemon trading business (143). 

Families are often involved in using their networks to secure government positions for their children, especially their daughters (Singerman 1995, 145). Government jobs are preferred by women because they offer job security, government benefits such as a maternity leave, and a relatively short and undemanding workday (184). Women who work in the public sector are usually educated and take on positions such as administrators, teachers, clerks and accountants. When men take on government jobs, they usually supplement them with a second job, which will be discussed below. Uneducated men and women who cannot apply for government employment due to their lack of degrees often rely on their social networks to find jobs such as janitors in government offices (147). 

· Private employment is the second job sector in Cairo, and it comprised 43 percent of the primary work for the sample in Singerman’s study (182).  Wages in this sector are generally higher than the public sector (231). The lowest paid in the private sector jobs are the unskilled laborers, production workers in textile sweatshops, food preparers, petty traders, domestics and sales people. Domestic work is a stigmatized job in Singerman’s study, and accusing a woman of being a maid is a common insult, thus women who accept these jobs often keep them a secret (148). On the other hand, skilled workers – artisans – are paid well. They take on positions such as machinist, wall plasterer, shoemaker and electrician. Skilled workers usually start their training at a small age, beginning as errand boys and moving up to small apprentice, middle apprentice, big apprentice and finally master (207). Finally, those who own their own successful businesses receive the highest wages (233). Family businesses include fruit stands, grocery stores, honey trading and law offices (144). Despite having their own career and lifestyle expectations, many young people in the sha’b join their family’s business due to its financial obviousness. 
· 
· With the relatively high wages of skilled workers and business owners, Singerman states that her sample seems to reflect a rising economic mobility in her studied slum area (235).  The existence of relatively high incomes in slum areas reflects the finding that slum areas in Cairo house both those who suffer economically and those who do not, as mentioned in Cairo's Urban Areas: Between Urban Challenges and Hidden Potential (Shehayed 2009, 35). Reasons why those with relatively high incomes continue to live in the slum areas – as opposed to relocating to Egypt’s new modern suburban towns – include work-home proximity, networks and a sense of community (38-39).  It is important to remember, however, that while some slum dwellers have relatively high incomes, usually because of skilled work or migration to oil-producing countries, other slum dwellers, usually the unskilled, make little income and face difficulty sustaining their families (Ghannam 2002, 6). To present a realistic understanding of the sha’b in the slums, this paper has and will discuss making a living for those who struggle and those who succeed. 

In addition to the differences between job sectors, a second theme that relates to making a living in Cairo’s slums is that a large proportion of residents often take on more than one job. For example, forty-eight percent of the economically active sample in Singerman’s study had a secondary source of income (Singerman 1995, 27). People may leave their government jobs, eat a meal at home and then start their second job at an industry or artisanal worship. One example includes a high school graduate who works in the ministry of justice during the day and helps with his family’s fruit stand during the evening (58).  A second example, listed in another work, is of a man who works during the day as a teacher in a professional school and in the evening as a house painter (Ghannam 2002, 7). In addition to secondary jobs, some residents engage in tertiary activities that include raising chicken and sheep for consumption or resale (Singerman 1995, 184). It is important to note that it is usually those with primary government employment that take on two jobs. Those with primary employment in the private sector, especially skilled employment, often just work longer hours (231). 

In addition to local employment, remittances play a large role in income generation among Egyptian people, both those in the slums and out of the slums.  Since the 1970s, migration has been one of the most desired employment options for a wide cross-section of the Egyptian populace. In 2009, there was an estimated 2.7 million Egyptians working abroad, 70 percent of whom were in Arab countries (International Organization for Migration (IOM) Cairo n.d.). Those who migrate serve as either unskilled or skilled laborers in countries such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and formerly Libya and Iraq (Ghannam 2002, 145). Their incomes allow them to finance their marriages, purchase housing and save to establish new businesses. However migration is not always a positive experience as it carries emotional and family related costs due to distance. In addition, not all young men who migrate are able to make enough or save their incomes (148). 

A fourth theme is that employment in Cairo’s urban slums exists dually in the formal and informal market. While regularly discussed in the slum literature ( UN-HABITAT 2003), Singerman defines the informal sector as work not reported to tax officials, illegal work or unregulated work. According to her sample, 38 percent of residents in her area of study relied on the informal sector as their primary means of economic activity and 62 percent as a secondary means (Singerman 1995, 195). One example of informal work that has been discussed previously is the skilled labor that government employees engage in at night to increase their income. This work counts as informal employment if it is unreported to government. Often the informal sector and formal sector rely on one another (206).  For example, illegal bribes or favors may facilitate formal employment in government offices.        

The fact that the informal sector is “informal” does not mean it is disorganized (Singerman 1995, 210). There is a series of informal laws and traditional systems that govern how people act and what their rights are. For example in some sectors there is a traditional system of benefits that protects workers not due to goodwill but to the necessity of keeping workers. For example, a shoe making business owner that Singerman interviewed pays an advance to attract workers and has an obligation to pay salaries even when workers are sick and not working. He said this payment is customary in his job sector and necessary to attract and keep skilled workers.  Workers, Singerman said, know their rights and can be selective where they work, especially if they offer skilled work. Or they complain about their bosses at the labor office.  This does not work, however, if employers are well connected with law makers.  

Informal networks also characterize the final theme of this section - savings among Egyptians as a means to generate future income. Saving collectives are known as gam’iyyaat. Respected women with reputations for honesty usually organize these saving associations. They gather the money from members of the association and then give it to whomever’s turn it is to receive the money.  Even if men or women do not need these associations, they may join them to maintain a good ‘credit rating’ (Singerman 1995, 155). Some prefer these to the banking system where money is vulnerable to financial regulation and taxation. Income making in Egypt is thus a complicated system of public sector work, private sector work, dual jobs, migration, informal practices and savings (213).

Section 3 – Analysis

As discussed in section two, making a living in Cairo’s urban slums involves more than applying for jobs and is impacted by aspects such as informal exchanges and government policy. For example, the government’s socialist policy dual-handedly led to the growth of informal slums while giving jobs to a large sector of the population. At the same time, the relative weakness of Cairo’s government allowed informality to thrive, creating employment possibilities for those who can bribe and/or have networks, but reducing the possibilities of those without (Singerman 1995, 141). In this section, the why and how of employment in Cairo will be further discussed, specifically paying attention to the role of family, location and network. Widening the lens through these perspectives is important, since, as stated by Homa Hoodfar in Survival Strategies and the Political Economy of Low-Income Households in Cairo, an understanding of survival strategies depends on not only the economic, but also the social (Hoodfar, 2).  

Perhaps the most important element to making a living in Cairo’s slums is the role of family. Creating and then sustaining a family is a priority that often absorbs the material, political and social resources of individuals and groups (Singerman 1995, 42). The importance of family is an adaptive response to insecurity, since families provide social security to their members (Sayigh 1981). Family members work together to help offspring secure employment and save for marriage, and offspring are then themselves pressured to work to start new families of their own. Both men and women are encouraged to get an education and save before marriage. After marriage, however men are pressured to be breadwinners while women have more social leeway to take off from work for the sake of the family. 

Reproducing the family is often the greatest financial goal of both parents and young adults (Singerman 1995, 74). Parents work and engage in long-term financial panning, often reducing their consumption level along the way, so as to help their offspring collect the capital required to purchase a new apartment and it’s furnishing.  Young unmarried adults then play their role in creating their own families through employment, often taking on two or three jobs or migrating. They plan their education, career path and love life around this ‘financial campaign’ which takes several years (121). Thus making a living in Cairo serves as a key component in the strategy that Cairo’s slum dwellers engage to marry and create families of their own. 

While young adult men and women must work to finance their marriages, ideally it is only men who will provide for their families after marriage. Since birth, boys are socialized to be the main breadwinners and are taught to navigate the ‘real world’ due to the understanding that they must one day master that world to make a living (Ghannam 2013, 38). Families usually prepare their sons through a combination of education and skills. Some pressure their children to complete school since they value the reputation and knowledge that an education brings (160). At the same time, they may teach their sons a craft or the family business to provide a means of livelihood if they fail in school or do not obtain a government job (141).

While young men usually have high spatial mobility and freedom of time, as they get older, at around 25, they begin to be pressured to focus on working hard to save for marriage (Ghannam 2013). Once again, this is due to the societal norm that men be the main breadwinners. Marriage is expensive and though reputation and character matter, suitors are often accepted mainly due to their financial resources (Singerman 1995, 79). Men’s wedding expenses usually include the dowry for the bride, jewelry for the bride, house, furniture, appliances and wedding celebration (112). After marriage, men are also obligated to continue providing for their families. 

Men are the main providers and as such may be obligated to take care of grandparents, wives and children (Singerman 1995, 59). Elders are highly respected until death, and are ideally taken care of financially by offspring.  This is seen as a social obligation and a return for the times when the elders allocated a large share of their income and time to educate and find employment for their offspring (Ghannam 2013, 14). Wives are also taken care of financially by their husbands, and as such there is sometimes a competition between a wife and her mother in law given the wife’s new demands for financial and emotional support (Singerman 1995, 60).  Men also are societally expected to provide for their children. The ability of a man to provide financially is such a social ideal that women may step in to ‘uphold the norm’ and help their struggling sons or brothers by secretly giving them money through savings associations or by selling their gold (Ghannam 2013, 94). 
 
· The fact that it is the ideal for men to provide does not mean that women do not. Young women in Singerman’s slums are often encouraged to complete their education, at least to the high school level, since a diploma guarantees security and opportunity for public sector employment (Singerman 1995, 139). As become young adults, unmarried women often begin making a living to save for their marriages (Sholkamy 2012, 123). A bride’s wedding expenses typically include the furniture for the bedroom, dining room and salon as well as the kitchenware, engagement party, and wedding ring for the groom (Singerman 1995, 112). Ideally after marriage, a woman will have less of obligation to make a living and will instead take care of domestic duties, negotiate the daily needs of her family, bargain in the markets, forge social support networks and take time to deal with matters relating to the bureaucracy (Ghannam 2002, 100). 

Once again, while it is the societal ideal that women stay at home, it does not mean that women do not work. Women without social support must make ends meet and may face difficulties if they are unskilled or illiterate. Occupations that unskilled women can take include servant, cook, janitor, factory worker or petty trader – the lowest-paid and lowest-status positions (Singerman 1995, 63).  Women may continue working after marriage if they have to depend on two cash incomes out of economic necessity (78). Some women even choose to continue their employment, calling off planned marriages just to keep their jobs (123).

Young children are usually taken care of by their families, and by older siblings if parents pass away. However there are times when young children have to work to take care of themselves, such as when relatives are too poor (Singerman 1995, 62). These children find employment usually as apprentices in workshops, bakeries or warehouses, and at times they may join the thousands of homeless street children in Cairo who make a living by begging, stealing or taking petty jobs (Fordham 2011).  Those who work may do it to support themselves, their elderly parents or their single (divorced or widowed) mothers. Young orphaned girls sometimes must work to take care of themselves, and, if they are able to stay off the streets, may work in jobs such as seamstress. 

When it comes to making a living and the role of family, there are thus norms and ideals – that a man is a breadwinner and that a woman does not work – and there are the realities. It is important to note that while there are success stories, such as a migrant or white collar worker with a night job, there is also hardship and continuing poverty cycles, such would be expected with the child workers mentioned above.  Poor residents who are unable to meet the economic demands work longer hours, stretch their resources and cut down on consumption (Abadeer 2011). Often those with the greatest challenges resort to begging, prostitution, sharing cramped living space with relatives and limiting the amount and quality of food that they and their children intake (2011). The sha’b may also face the instability of their homes. For example, homes in the older parts of Cairo have been known to collapse due to old age and at times the government demolishes informal residences in the name of ‘development’ (Dale and al-Jaberi 2012).
The discussion thus far has focused on the role of family in determining people’s employment patterns.  Employment patterns can also be shaped by location. For example, the mixed use of space – commercial areas, residences and even industrial plants may coexist in certain tows – allows certain individuals to find employment and a market for their good near their homes (Singerman, 25).  In addition, certain slums may have their own employment sector strengths due to their location.   One example is Manshiet Nasser, an area located on former desert land on a hill on the outskirts of Cairo. In the area, the rich, who own shops in the Khan al Khalili tourist market, live at the base of the hill near the street. The poor, who are often members of a trash collecting community known as the Zabaleen, or trash collectors (Shehayed 2009, 51), live at the top of the hill. Their secluded location is of importance, as they have been moved several times away from the city center due to the stench of their garbage collection (51). In another area, known as Bulaq, spatial location has it that many residents work as maids and servants. Bulaq is located right across from Zamalek, home to the rich and foreign expatriates of Cairo (Ghannam 2002, 77).  A third example of the role of space in making a living is the City of the Dead, the term for housing in Egypt’s medieval slums. Located away from any major markets, yet offering free rent, residents of the graves are often the poorest slum dwellers in Cairo, often newly moving to the city from the rural areas or settling there after eviction from their homes in other regions. Because there are no markets around them, dwellers of the graves often make a living by burying the dead and taking on odd jobs (Egbuiwe 2008, 78).


Location not only impacts what people work, but also plays a role in the social networks that slum dwellers require to make a living.   Networks are the life line of slum communities, allowing people to cooperate and help one another (Singerman 1995, 133). People network to find employment, find housing and get married. The vital role of networking, and remaining in a certain area where one’s network is located, explains why several dwellers who are given apartments in different communities chose to either lease their new apartments or sell them and remain in their original slums where they feel more comfortable and are closer to employment (IRIN and UN Habitat 2007). 

This understanding plays a role in policy making as it helps to explain why the Egyptian government’s plans build homes for slum dwellers in the desert would fail not just because of it would increase transportation cost for the poor (Dale and al-Jaberi 2012), but also because such a plan would move people away from their social networks.  To summarize, family, location and networks work hand-in-hand to help slum dwellers make a living, all so that they can create their own families and one day help their children do the same. 








Conclusion

Similar to the millions of slum dwellers worldwide, Cairo’s sha’b have been able to survive due to their tenacity and determination. They are aware of the opportunities that they have – though they may be limited – and make use of them, whether through the informal market, migration, location benefits, education or dual jobs. With no government welfare system, people must also rely on one another through their networks and families. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By focusing on the experiences of three sociologies, as well as additional sources, the study may be limited in that it is non-reflective of the experiences of all slum dwellers in Cairo. By focusing on the experiences shared in the research, however, certain themes arise which must be based on some truth since different authors wrote the sociologies in different times. The strength to of theme-based approach is also its ability to generate frameworks that can be used in the study of making a living among slum dwellers. To expand upon this paper, future research should amass a greater number of sociologies as well as numerical data, and should further study income making among those who face the greatest hardships and least likelihood of living, such Cairo’s homeless and the street children. While this is paper discusses struggle and hardship, it is also a story of success and of people’s determiniation to adapt and survive.
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